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FLORENCE, S.C. - The No. 20-ranked Armstrong Atlantic State University baseball squad earned a Peach Belt Conference
series win over No. 13 Francis Marion by sweeping a doubleheader from the Patriots on Sunday afternoon in Florence. The
Pirates won game one, 4-3, and took game two, 9-5.
The Pirates (18-4, 2-1 PBC) used a complete-game performance from Scott Strickland in collecting the game one win over
Francis Marion (16-8, 3-3 PBC). Strickland limited the Patriots to just six hits and three runs in nine innings, walking three
and striking out three.
Armstrong built a 3-1 lead over the first five innings of the first game, but Francis Marion battled back to close the gap to just
one run with a single run in the eighth inning. Strickland, however, set down the Patriots in order in the ninth to improve to 4-
0 on the season.
Francis Marion reliever Joe Wagstaff (3-2) took the loss in game one, giving up five hits and two runs in 2 2/3 innings
pitched, walking one and striking out two.
In the second game, the Pirates jumped out to a quick lead with four first-inning runs. A fielder's choice RBI by Drew Walker
pushed across a run, as did an RBI single from Mike Barnhill. Josh Purvis capped the inning with a two-RBI triple as
Armstrong built a 4-0 lead.
Francis Marion scored twice in the bottom of the first inning, but the Pirates scored a single run in the second inning - on an
RBI single by Michael Price - and three runs in the fourth inning, including RBI singles from John Roberts and Chris
Zittrouer.
That was more than enough run support for Chris Base, who improved to 4-1 on the season with seven innings of work,
giving up nine hits and five runs - four earned - while walking three and striking out two. Blake Culberson worked two innings
of hitless relief, striking out one, for the Pirates.
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